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The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.  by Karen Kelley, Chair.  She welcomed everyone and had everyone in the group introduce themselves and asked they state which office or committee chair they held.  
Approval of Minutes – Karen Kelley
The minutes of the March Board meeting were approved.

Director’s Report – Liz Grove

Mr. Grove reported the following highlights:   The AWWA Board of Directors’ held their semi-annual meeting on Jun 23-24, 2007 in Toronto, Ontario at the 2007 Annual Conference and Exposition (ACE).  A number of topics were discussed, reviewed and approved.
Changes to the Association’s Strategic Plan were approved.  Many of the changes were clarifications in language and intent and some involved changing goals to be attained.  A copy of the plan can be viewed on the AWWA website.  The committee will continue to review and recommend changes to the plan as needed.  Further discussion centered on the need to improve communications with the sections in regards to the strategic plan and its applicability to the sections.  
Other actions of the board included the approval of a change in the pension plan for AWWA staff, acceptance of the 2006 audited financial statements, and the signing of an MOU with the India Water Works Association, just to name a few.  The three candidates for President-elect each gave short presentations on their goals and vision for the organization.  The election of the President–elect will take place at the 2008 winter board meeting.
Nilaksh Kothari of the Wisconsin Section took over the reins of President of AWWA at the end of the annual conference.  Nilaksh outlined five key areas he wants to emphasize to make the Association a better organization.  These include:

· Listening to our members 
· Strengthening the Section - Association relationships 

· Focusing on technology 

· Identifying and engaging strategic partners 

· Continuing succession planning.
A continuing topic of discussion at the AWWA Board is how to improve service to the sections and our members.   The Board and staff are always looking for ideas and suggestions.  What programs, services and information can we provide to you as a member to enhance the value of AWWA membership?  If you have any suggestions, recommendations, or criticisms, please feel free to share them with me.  

Shortly following ACE, Jack Hoffbuhr, Executive Director of AWWA for the past eleven years, announced his retirement.   A committee will be formed to search for a replacement.  We will miss Jack, but wish him well in his retirement! 

The Water Matters Fly-In is scheduled for April 17-18, 2007 and Steve Cymerman attended for the Missouri Section.   The Section did submit an application for the 2007 Section Education Award.

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report – Barry Kirchhoff 

Balance Jan 1, 2007                                                                                          $145,168.23

YTD income                                                                                                          37,144.74

YTD expenses                                                                                                       41,848.60

Balance July 19, 2007                                                                                      $140,464.37

Balance includes $10,387.58 in the Scholarship Fund.

Chair’s Report – Karen Kelley
Ms. Kelley, Chair, passed out cards for people to have on hand to actively seek individuals to join AWWA.  The cards are part of the Tap Water Delivers promotion.

Ms. Kelley reported that Jack Hoffbuhr is retiring from AWWA.  A search committee has been established and Mr. Hoffbuhr will stick around to help transition the new leader of AWWA. 

We will be meeting with MWEA later today to discuss the upcoming conference.

She reported on the Regional Officers Meeting held at the end of April.  Susan Francheschi and various board members and committee chairs came in a day early to conduct a Strategic Planning session.
Excellent comments were received from attendees at the Regional Officers meeting.  Karen gave a  big thank you to Donna Joaquin Mosley and Tom Crowley for all their coordination in putting the Regional Officers Meeting together.

Steve Cymerman will speak on the Fly-In later today.

Karen reported all committee chairs have been asked to review the Administrative Guidelines for their committees.   The section is doing major revisions to the award and safety committees and this is a perfect time to revise others as needed.  Please review and provide a copy to both John Parker and myself (Karen) for the next board meeting.

The next board meeting is scheduled for November 2 and will start at the Holiday Inn for the morning portion and in the afternoon will be moved to Lenoir Woods which is located on the SE side of Columbia right off of Hwy 63 and AC.  Barry will provide maps for those attending lunch at Lenoir Woods and the joint portion of the meeting.

The winter board meeting will be held February 1; if the date changes, you will be notified.

Discussion was held on the Water for People Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  By signing the MOU, we are limiting our contributions to WFP.  We can use this for the golf tournament.  We are checking the language on the donation requests.  Mark Wolff was to attend WFP training in Denver on WFP fundraising.

MOTION:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept and sign the MOU for Water for People fundraising.

Karen reported that the Missouri Section had been contacted by the Illinois Section with regard to sending a letter of support for Larry Thomas who plans to run for AWWA Treasurer.  Larry’s application and bio was presented to the Missouri Section.  Tom Miller indicated he had worked with Mr. Thomas on a national committee and would attest to his competency.

MOTION:  A motion was made, seconded and approved to send a letter of support for Mr. Thomas’ candidacy from the Missouri Section.

Administrative Manager’s Report – Gailla Rogers
Gailla gave the deadline for the n ext newsletter deadline as August 3, 2007.  Gailla also reported the roasters were at the printers and would be mailed soon.  She also reported she would be attending the Summer Workshop in Colorado Springs, CO July 31-August 2, 2007.  She will provide a summary to the board.

Committee Reports-

Secretary/Treasurer – Kirchhoff


Annual Conference Management


Site Selection


Registration

Annual Conference Management – Mike O’Connell/Matt McLaughlin
Mr. O’Connell and Mr. McLaughlin will address conference items at the joint MWEA meeting later today, but asked if there were items needing discussion now.
Items discussed:

Exhibitors – talk more about this, but is there a way to handle more exhibitors; 90 at the last conference and could have sold more booth space.

MAC – at the conference, we need better wireless connection; would be able to do better training at the booth location

Site Selection – Barry Kirchhoff

The section is scheduled through 2011 for joint conferences with MWEA.

Registration – Barry Kirchhoff

Barry Kirchhoff was present; there was nothing to report on registration.

Assistant Secretary – Tom Miller


Newsletter


Advertising


Public Information

Newsletter – Tom Miller

Mr. Miller was present; the only thing to report was the newsletter deadline is August 3.
Advertising – John Pruss
Mr. Pruss was not present; but the following report was provided:

The income for the newsletter for January to July, 2007 is $4,080.

The roster income year to dated income is $970 with a projected income of $5,215.

Public Information – Tom Ratzki
Mr. Ratzki was not present, no report.

Chair Elect – John Schilling


Budget


Strategic Planning

Water Utility Council

Budget – John Schilling

Mr. Schilling reported a draft budget for the Missouri Section for FY 2008-2009 will be presented to the Board for review and discussion  before the January 2008 board meeting.

The final FY 2008-2009 Budget will be presented to the Board and general membership for approval at the March 2008 Annual Meeting.

Strategic Planning – John Schilling

Several members of the Strategic Planning Committee (Kelley, Crowley, Schilling) participated in the Spring 2007 Regional Section Officers Meeting in Branson, MO on April 27-28, 2007.
With the assistance of Susan Franceschi, AWWA Section Services Representative, the current Strategic Plan for the Missouri Section was reviewed and critiqued as a planned activity at the a day prior to the Regional Officers meeting.

Ms. Franceschi agreed to incorporate the comments and suggestions that were discussed at the meeting into a draft revised Strategic  Plan which she will later forward to the committee for review.

The draft revised Plan will be distributed to committee members for review as soon as it is available and later presented to the Board for discussion.

Water Utility Council – Curt Skouby

Mr. Skouby reported the WUC is in the process of updating the Council’s Administrative Guidelines.

Vice Chair – Tom Crowley


Technical Program


Exhibits


MAC

Technical Program – Tom Crowley

Mr. Crowley was not present; no report.  The Call for Papers needs to go into the next issue of the newsletter.  Mr. Crowley will be notified of this.

Exhibits – Nick Burns & Mickey Bernard

Mr. Bernard was present, but  there was no formal report.  Exhibits will be discussed at the joint meeting later today.

Manufacturer’s/Assoc. Council – Gary Moxley

Mr. Moxley was present and reported he will be attending training at National on WFP fundraising.

Past Chair – John Betz


Small Systems


Nominations


Audit

Small Systems – Todd Baslee and John Betz

Mr. Baslee was not present, but Mr. Betz reported since January, MoSection AWWA has co-sponsored with MWWC 22 classes and the attendees totaled 380 operators; more than half from small systems.  Since John started this training more than 1,080 operators have been trained.
Nominations – John Betz

Mr. Betz was present, but there is nothing to report on nominations.

Audit – Bruce Hattig

Mr. Hattig was not present, but Barry Kirchhoff reported that an outside audit had been completed for the section.  The report will state that the section is in good standing.  The auditing period was through December 31, 2006. Mr. Hattig also recommended an outside audit each year of the joint account for the conference.  The group was in consensus to doing this; however, it will be discussed and decided at the joint meeting.

Director – Liz Grove


National Nominations


Fuller Award


Water Industry Coordinating Council

National Nominations – Kirchhoff

Mr. Kirchhoff was present, but there is nothing to report for National Nominations.

Fuller Award – Bill Clarke

Mr. Clarke was not present and there is nothing to report.

Water Industry Coordinating Council – Frank Pogge

Mr. Pogge was not present and did not present a report.

3rd Year Trustee – Jim Urfer


Membership


Retired Members

WebMaster

Membership – Dan Montgomery
Mr. Montgomery was present; no report.

Retired Members – Holly-Shorney-Darby)

Ms. Holly Shorney-Darby was present and reported thee would be no changes to the Administrative Guidelines.  She needs to keep the list of retirees up to date.   Seven  retirees attended the Retirees Lunch at the Annual Conference and we will keep this function active.  The committee structure should have two more members and she requested suggestions.  She is considering doing another function (i.e.  luncheon), other than the lunch at the conference to get the retirees together and give an update on the water industry.

WebMaster – Steve Cymerman

Mr. Cymerman is going to go over the web site and how to post information to the web site later today.

3rd Year Trustee – Gail Lewis


Bylaws


Research


Diversity

Bylaws – John Parker

Mr. Parker was not present, but reported a new section to the Administrative Guidelines was proposed by Ray Seidelman for the establishment of the 6 P Guardian Recognition.  The 6 P Guardian Recognition  has been approved by the Board.

The latest revisions to the Administrative Guidelines were placed on the Section web site December 21, 2005.  Changes in process include combining Best Operator, Gimmicks and Gadgets, Heroism and Operator Meritorious Service into an Operations Service Awards Committee; Boyd Award and Dr. Kramer Award into a Professional Awards Committee; changing scope of the Safety Committee to Safety and Emergency Planning; and revising the Water Utility Council description.  Additional changes and additions to the Administrative Guidelines will be accumulated until a re-issue of the printed documents is in order. 
Committee Chairs have been encouraged to review the guidelines for their committees and submit changes to represent how they are functioning.  The Bylaws Committee will help with formatting and submittal to the Board.

The Bylaws Committee suggests the board review the possibility of reducing the number of printed Administrative Guidelines to only those needed for persons not having Internet access, with all others utilizing the section web site for information.

Ms. Kelley reported a number of the committees would have changes which will be reflected in the revision to the Administrative Guidelines.

Research – Bruce Long

Mr. Long was not present and a formal report was not submitted.

Diversity – Raed Armouti

Mr. Armouti was present and reported there will be a diversity event at the next conference.

2nd  Year Trustee – Bruce Manning


Student Activities


Education


Young Professionals

Student Activities – Tom Crowley

Mr. Crowley was not present and a formal report was not submitted.

Education – Gail Lewis and John Brummer

Ms. Lewis reported the Education Committee met on Tuesday, July 12 from 11: 00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to gather and discuss our goals and objectives for the coming year.  John Betz is very interested in continuing the training programs he has and several ideas have been discussed about how we can continue with John’s training and expand our education opportunities for operators and utilities in the state of Missouri and possibly National AWWA.

Future meetings will be by conference call. Those in attendance were Karen Kelley, John Betz, Holly Shorney-Darby, John Brummer, Gail Lewis and Gailla Rogers

Committee members to date:

Co-chair – John Brummer and Gail Lewis

Holly Shorney-Darby

John Betz
Tony O’Malley

Todd Baslee (Small Systems) committee joint ventures

The Missouri Section received the 2007 Section Education Award for Operator Training (3rd Place) during the AWWA Annual Conference in Toronto, Canada in June
Our previous chair, John Betz, who retired from the utility he worked for has been working through MWWC and AWWA to provide training to small system operators.  He was able to use the regions set within MWWC to locate places to hold the classes; presentations were developed and advertised through MWWC.  The Missouri Section realized they did not have the base by which o reach the smaller system operators or locations to hold the presentations.  A database of operators was already in place through MWWC.  MWWC appeals to small systems which lack finances to attend classes and belong to AWWA.  AWWA membership is $100 vs. $20 to join MWWC.  Meeting place availability was made possible through previous classes and the work of both conferences.  The real need was for instructors.  The presentations were reviewed by MoDNR and class approval for certification hours was given.  Vouchers were received through MoDNR for the class attendees to minimize training costs to the utility.
Young Professionals – Eric Stechmann

Mr. Stechmann reported the Young Professionals held a bowling event at TanTarA which was very successful.  There was increased attendance and perhaps next year it would be wise to get all lanes dedicated to the event.  He suggested a social hour to work on career networking.  Have employers there to speak with young professionals.  Liz Gove indicated they have this type of event at National ACE.  Perhaps we could have a bulletin board of job openings at the conference.  Liz also spoke on a Young Professional’s papers competition.  If selected, the national conference registration would be comp’d.

2nd Year Trustee – Donna Joaquin Mosley


Safety/Emergency Planning


Water for People


Drinking Water Week

Safety/Emergency Planning – Donna Joaquin Mosley

Ms. Mosley was present and reported she is working on creating the text for the Safety/Emergency Planning Committee to be incorporated into the MoAWWA Administrative Guidelines.  Sources of information contacted or researched included National AWWA, Southwest, Texas and Illinois AWWA Sections.  The later three Sections currently have a Safety/Emergency Planning Committee.  A draft will be forwarded to Ms. Kelley, Mr. Schilling, Ms. Grove, Ms. Lewis and Mr. Betz for comments and input.  Final draft will be given to John Parker for review prior to incorporating into the MoAWWA Administrative Guidelines.  Someone suggested contacting MoDNR to check on whether credit will be given for seminars involving safety.  John Betz may be contacted regarding MWWC award for safety.  Also, Water Environment Federation has a questionnaire regarding Safety which can also be a reference for information.
Water for People – Mark Wolff

Mr. Wolff was not present, but the group reviewed the Water for People MOU.  Karen will sign the agreement and return it.  This will be discussed at the afternoon’s meeting with MWEA.

Drinking Water Week – Susan Bloomer/Terry Merritt

Neither Ms. Bloomer or Mr. Merritt was present and no written report was received.

1st Year Trustee – John Reddy


J. Robert Popalisky Scholarship

Operations Service Awards (Best Operator, Gimmicks and Gadgets, Heroism and Operator Meritorious)

Source Water Protection

J. Robert Popalisky Scholarship – Chester Bender

Mr. Bender was not present, but submitted the following report:  the scholarship group received only one application for the scholarship last spring from a construction technology major, whose application expressed no interest in working in the water supply field.  There, I didn’t recommend award of a scholarship.  My intent this year was to try and make calls to key instructors at each school and ask them to encourage students to apply.  However, time got away from me and I wasn’t able to make any calls in a timely fashion.

Since we wee not able to get any qualified applications last spring, would the board like to consider trying again this fall?  We would go back to the spring format for 2008 applications.  I have some new volunteers for the committee and would have additional help in contacting the schools.

The Scholarship Committee recommendations were approved to seek applications this fall and then again in spring for 2008 applicants.

Operations Service Awards – Ray Seidelman

Mr. Seidelman was present and reported he will be working on getting recipients for the Operations Service Awards.

Source Water Protection – Dr. John Witherspoon

Dr. Witherspoon was not present and no formal report was received.

1st Year Trustee – Mickey Bernard


Professional Awards (Boyd Utility Award and Dr. Kramer Award)


Service Citation Awards


Landmarks

Professional Awards – Tim Rajchart 

Mr. Rajchart was not present but submitted changes to the Administrative Guidelines for the Boy Utility and Dr. Kramer Award.

Service Citation Awards – Bill Clarke

Mr. Clarke was not present and no formal report was received.

Landmarks – Matt McLaughlin

Mr. McLaughlin reported the committee had received an application for a Water Landmark from the City of Caruthersville, MO.   Committee members Matt McLaughlin, Mike O’Connell, Tom Crowley and Mark Wolff met on April 20 to review the submittal and all agreed the submittal was an excellent candidate for this award.  The Landmark Committee requests approval from the Section Board to award the status of Water Landmark to the City of Caruthersville’s W 3rd Street Water Tower.  If so approved, the committee also requests the Section Board’s approval to submit this Water Landmark to the National AWWA as the Section’s nomination for the American Water Landmark Award.

MOTION:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to submit this water landmark to National AWWA as the Section’s nomination for the American Water Landmark Award and to let the City of Caruthersville know of the Section’s intent.

Other Business:

Net Income Surplus Ad-Hoc Committee: Holly Shorney-Darby, Tom Miller, Bruce Manning and Mickey Bernard

The Ad Hoc Surplus Committee contacted MWEA and Commerce Bank about options for setting up a sustainable scholarship bank fund, with the goal of depositing enough money that future fundraising is not necessary and that scholarships can be awarded off the interest from  the account.  There are many options:  savings account (low interest), CD (moderate interest), mutual fund (potentially higher interest).  Endowments are generally greater than $100K.  The JR Popalisky Scholarship fund has about $10K currently, and would be supplemented by surplus funds per board approval.  This may be a lump sum  or a yearly allocation to the scholarship fund over a few years. 

Holly asked the board to think about these options.  She will also contact an organization that specializes in scholarships.  They charge a fee, but handle the savings program.  MoAWWA would continue to solicit and select scholarship winners with this company arrangement.

The group will present a report to the board at the next Board Meeting in November.

AWWA WebSite – Steve Cymerman

Steve Cymerman went over putting information on the Missouri Section website.  Several of the sites on the web page he went to show us information were down at presentation time.  He directed everyone to www.2schools.com to learn html formatting.

Mr. Cymerman attended the DC Fly-In for the Missouri Section and information from the Fly-In follows:
DRINKING WATER APPROPRIATIONS

Recommendations

Congress should protect public health by appropriating adequate funds in fiscal year 2008 for important drinking water programs that benefit all Americans:  

· $1 billion for the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund

· $5 million for the AWWA Research Foundation.

· $1.35 billion for the Clean Water Act State Revolving Fund.

· $2 million for the Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (Water SAC).

· $112 million for the state Public Water System Supervision (PWSS) grants.

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)
The nation’s community water systems face an immediate need to invest billions of dollars in security enhancements in addition to complying with new drinking water regulations and funding the repair and replacement of the nation’s aging drinking water infrastructure.  The DWSRF provides a source of much needed loans for water utilities to meet these needs.  

Federal funds are used to capitalize State Revolving Funds and thus leverage state and local resources.  Congress should appropriate at least $1 billion for Drinking Water State Revolving Funds in the EPA accounts of the FY08 Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.

AWWA Research Foundation (AwwaRF)
Congress should appropriate $5 million to the American Water Works Association Research Foundation (AwwaRF) for drinking water research in the FY08 EPA Science and Technology Account of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.

AwwaRF will use these funds, along with $12 million from utility subscribers, to plan, sponsor, and manage drinking water research that benefits drinking water consumers in every state.  This is a proven and cost effective means of conducting critical drinking water research, with federal dollars leveraged 6:1 by utility sponsorship and other non-federal funds.   

AwwaRF leverages federal funds for research into new and emerging contaminants, security, infrastructure renewal, desalination/reuse technologies, effective watershed practices, energy savings, and water conservation practices. Through AwwaRF research, emerging technologies such as ozone, membranes, and ultraviolet treatment were proven to be reliable and affordable water treatment processes.  Now widely used by water utilities throughout the nation, these technologies protect public health effectively while helping to hold down customer bills.

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 

Funding needs for wastewater treatment, security-related investments, and infrastructure repair and replacement are increasing significantly.   The costs to local communities from federally mandated Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) requirements alone are staggering.

Projects funded through CWSRF loans help local communities meet water quality standards, repair and replace old and decaying pipelines and treatment plants, and ensure continued progress in restoring the health and safety of America’s water bodies.  

We urge Congress to appropriate at least $1.35 billon for the CWSRF in FY2008, to restore the historic federal commitment to this program.

Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (WaterISAC)

The WaterISAC is an internet-based, secure, rapid notification system and information resource about threats to America's drinking water and wastewater systems. It is the only centralized, up-to-the-minute resource of its kind and serves nearly 10,000 utility subscribers in the water sector (which is primarily public / municipal.)  WaterISAC is the one common link in the flow of information about water security and threats to and from utilities and federal homeland security, intelligence, law enforcement, public health, and environmental agencies.

With federal funding support, the WaterISAC can significantly expand its services to reach even more drinking water and wastewater utilities around the nation.  Congress should appropriate $2 million for the WaterISAC in the EPA appropriations accounts in the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.

Congress should appropriate at least $48 million for EPA drinking water research in the FY08 Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.

Public Water System Supervision (PWSS) Grants to States

To comply with the SDWA, Congress intended that EPA develop drinking water regulations and that the states implement and administer the program.  States are best positioned to ensure compliance with and enforcement of the Safe Drinking Water Act.  

The massive demands on states arising from the SDWA have become increasingly apparent in recent years because of the dramatic increase in the number of regulated contaminants and the complexity of regulations that call for states to offer system-specific flexibility in compliance decisions.  As each regulation is added, the demands on state drinking water agencies become more severe.  Congress should appropriate at least $112 million for Public Water Supply Supervision grants to states.  Even this amount is inadequate, relative to the need.

INVESTING IN WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

Recommendations

      Pass legislation to reauthorize and expand the drinking water state revolving loan

      (SRF) program.

      We urge Congress to pass legislation that:

· Expands and modernizes the drinking water State Revolving Loan Fund (SRF) program.

· Increases the authorization of appropriations for the drinking water state revolving fund (DWSRF) to a cumulative $14 billion through FY 2011.   

· Makes repair and replacement of worn-out infrastructure and security improvements specifically eligible for DWSRF loans.

· Contains a number of improvements to the DWSRF program that AWWA has been seeking, such as encouraging the use of asset management and providing for a longer repayment period for SRF loans.

AWWA cannot support a water trust fund until important questions are resolved concerning the source of dedicated funding.  AWWA strongly opposes a federal water tax in any form.
Background

AWWA believes that the public is best served by utilities that are self-sustaining through their rates and that federal assistance should be a helping hand for special cases rather than a routine part of utility economics.  However, some utilities are significantly challenged by expensive federal mandates such as Combined Sewer Overflow controls; by population declines and resulting stranded assets; by the costs of meeting new standards or security enhancements; or by economic hardship in the community.  To help these communities, AWWA supports a significant increase in federal assistance for water and wastewater utilities through the State Revolving Loan Funds (SRFs).  

AWWA recognizes that even as more federal assistance is needed in the years ahead, most of the investment in America’s water and wastewater infrastructure will be made locally.  To help spur local investment in water infrastructure, AWWA is giving utility managers new tools.  In recent years we have provided all AWWA utility members with:

· “Only Tap Water Delivers.”  This material helps utilities develop a campaign to communicate the value of water service to the community, making visible what is so often “taken for granted.”

· “The Dawn of the Replacement Era: Reinvesting in Water Infrastructure.”  This report documents the nature and magnitude of the water infrastructure challenge facing utilities. 

· “Avoiding Rate Shock: Making the Case for Water Rates.”  This report provides guidance on working with elected officials and important stakeholders to smooth the way to appropriate pricing of water service. 

· “Thinking Outside the Bill: A Utility Managers Guide to Assisting Low Income Water Customers.”  This report provides practical advice on ways to minimize the burden on low income water customers when rates have to increase.

· “Water Infrastructure at a Turning Point: The Road to Sustainable Water Infrastructure.” This report helps utility managers work with local elected officials and customers concerning the importance of starting now on asset management and infrastructure reinvestment.  

Copies of these reports are available through the AWWA bookstore at www.AWWA.org.
Back to Meeting Proceedings

The meeting was adjourned at 20 p.m.

Submitted for additions and/or corrections.

Barry Kirchhoff  - Secretary/Treasurer
